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VINYL   SIDING   VS.   LP   SMARTSIDE  
WHAT   SIDING   WORKS   FOR   YOU  

 
 

One   of   the   most   consistent   debates   we   see   with   homeowners   during   a   remodel   or   new  
construction   is   the   comparison   between   two   of   the   most   popular   siding   products   on   the   market,   vinyl  
or   LP   Smartside.   Visually   LP   has   a   wonderful   aesthetic   value   with   an   enhanced   cedar   grain   and   a  
wide   selection   of   trim   to   accent   doors   and   windows.   This   appeals   to   many   homeowners'   personal  
style   but   not   always   to   their   budget.    Vinyl   plays   a   crucial   and   vital   role   in   the   siding   market   by  
providing   a   wide   variety   of   profiles,   colors   and   prices.   

While   the   price   gap   between   these   two   items   is   important   it   is   also   critical   to   acknowledge  
which   of   these   products   also   works   best   for   the   home   values   in   your   area.    If   you   are   remodeling   will  
upgrading   your   siding   to   LP   price   your   home   out   of   the   market?    You   might   even   run   into   this   question  
in   regards   to   vinyl   given   its   varying   thicknesses   and   spectrum   of   colors.   Generally   speaking   the  

thicker   the   vinyl   siding   and   darker   the   color  
the   more   you’ll   pay.   
      On   average   LP   Smartside   is   two   to   two  
and   a   half   times   the   cost   of   vinyl   siding  
material   depending   on   the   quality   of  
prefinishing   you   select.    Additionally,   the  
cost   of   installation   of   LP   is   considerably  
more   than   the   average   cost   to   install   vinyl.  
The   inflation   in   installation   cost   is   because  
it   takes   a   significantly   longer   amount   of  
time   to   install   LP   for   a   variety   of   different  
reasons.   Oftentimes   installers   will   need   to  
use   face   gauges   to   insure   the   proper  

exposure   on   a   given   siding   panel;   unless   the   installer   is   using   the   Rigid   Stack   LP   Smartside   option  
produced   by   Diamond   Kote   which   has   a   built   in   self   stack   spline.    LP   requires   a   variety   of   additional  
details   during   installation   below   we’ve   listed   just   a   few   of   these   practices.   
 
Installation   Practices  
Caulking   all   lap   siding   where   it   butts   into   a   trim  
or   corner   piece.  
Caulking   all   trim   to   windows.  
Flashing   behind   lap   siding   butt   joints.  
Drip   cap   installation   over   headers   and   band  
boards.  
Painting   any   cut   ends   on   the   product.  
Touch   up   painting   exposed   nail   heads.  
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     Vinyl   is   much   less   expensive   to   install   because   it   takes   a   lot   less   time   to   do   it.   There’s   very   little  
need   to   caulk   vinyl   siding   or   additionally   flash   the   product.   The   trim   pieces   are   easy   to   cut   by   hand  
and   much   more   flexible   during   installation   than   the   rigid   LP   product.    Additionally   the   lap   sizes   are   set  
and   easy   to   lock   together   with   one   another.    If   you   are   budget   conscious   and   still   want   to   add   some  

style   to   the   exterior   siding   of   your   home   it   is   very  
possible   to   mix   LP   accessories   in   with   vinyl   lap,  
shake,   or   board   &   batten   siding.   Trimming   out  
windows   and   doors   and   adding   freeze   boards   or  
bandboards   can   give   a   vinyl   home   a   much   more  
expensive   look   without   the   full   cost   of   siding   your  
house   in   LP   Smartside.    A   nice   example   of   this   is  
the   image   to   the   left.   
      Vinyl   siding   is   also   a   homeowner   friendly  
product,   generally   speaking   this   is   the   best   option  
for   homeowners   planning   on   doing   their   own  
installation.   That   being   said   we   would   highly  

recommend   you   thoroughly   research   installation   guides   and   application   techniques   before  
undertaking   a   project   like   this.   Either   product   improperly   installed   can   cause   major   problems   for   you  
and   your   home.   

   As   a   product   the   LP   Smartside   is   much   thicker   and   more   rigid   than   even   the   thickest   vinyl  
siding   because   of   this   it   tends   to   lay   flatter   on   the   wall   and   is   much   more   resistant   to   warping.  
Throughout   the   lifespan   of   LP   siding   you   will   be   required   to   perform   some   routine   maintenance   in  
order   to   maintain   its   warranty.    Maintenance   instructions   may   vary   depending   on   the   prefinisher   of  
your   product,   check   out   our   article   on   LP   prefinishers   for   more   information.   When   it   comes   to   the  
finish   on   both   of   these   products   you   will   have   varying   results   on   longevity   depending   on   the   brand   of  
your   vinyl   siding   and   the   prefinisher   of   your   LP   Smartside.    Vinyl   will   fade   over   time,   it’s   simply   the  
nature   of   the   beast,   however   most   warranties   cover   uneven   fading   and   checking.   Depending   on  
where   you   live   you   may   find   the   occasional   build-up   of   dust.   Simply   cleaning   this   with   a   sponge,    mild  
detergent   and   rinsing   with   a   garden   hose   will   do   the   trick.   Do   NOT   powerwash   your   LP   siding!   This  
can   cause   water   intrusion   and   damage   the   finish.   Any   chips   will   need   to   be   touch   up   painted   to   seal  
the   substrate   beneath   and   keep   it   impervious   to   water.   Make   sure   to   replace   caulking   that   has  
cracked   or   lost   it’s   seal.   Also   make   sure   your   landscaping   is   cut   back   from   the   siding   enough   that   it   is  
not   making   contact.    Although   vinyl   siding   doesn’t   wear   in   the   same   way   as   LP   it   can   still   crack   and  
puncture   as   it   becomes   brittle   with   age.   Clean   your   vinyl   in   a   similar   fashion   as   the   LP.   When   it   comes  
to   vinyl   there   is   much   less   maintenance;   no   touch   up   painting   to   be   done   and   there   is   usually   very  
little   caulking   to   maintain.   

Before   you   make   your   decision   think   carefully   about   the   potential   market   value   of   your   home,  
your   budget,   your   style,   and   the   commitment   you're   willing   to   make   to   keep   your   home   beautiful.   
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